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THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR

The war against Japan was from the first a series of unprece-
dented defeats for the Russian Army and Navy. The military de-
bacle brought catastrophe to the whole internal political system as
well, and by the end of the war the centuries-old Russian mon-
archy was shaken to its roots. The peace of Portsmouth, which
brought to an end the eighteen months' war, reduced Russia's posi-
tion in the Far East as well as her prestige in Europe.

In the first three months of the war (February to April, 1904)
Japan's armies landed unopposed in Korea. In April they crossed
the Yalu River, and on April 18 inflicted a heavy defeat on the
Russian Army, commanded by General Zasulich. A month later
the Japanese occupied Talienwan. At the end of July the Russian
Pacific Navy was destroyed near Port Arthur. The next important
event of the war, the battle at Liao-yang, which lasted from August
16 to 22, ended in a disaster for Russia. Japan's might appeared to
be overwhelming and it seemed that her victories might extend
too far. President Theodore Roosevelt's first steps to achieve a
compromise and end the war were taken following Liao-yang; they
proved futile at this time.

On January i, 1905, the fortress of Port Arthur capitulated
after a long siege. In February a huge Russian army was beaten
near Mukden, the defeat amounting to a rout. The Russian Gov-
ernment put its hopes in its European navy, which reached the
Far East in May, 1905. The navy was annihilated at the battle
of Tsushima. This was practically the end;.further Russian re-
sistance might have led to the occupation by Japan of eastern
Siberia. Japan, however, was also exhausted. President Roosevelt
and Kaiser Wilhelm succeeded in convincing both countries to
agree to a peace conference and, eventually, to sign the peace
treaty.

Japan's star rose high during the war. There were few who had
believed that this small nation, almost unknown to the world, would
be able to beat the Russian colossus. Japan had displayed a high
degree of military preparedness, efficiency, and technical skill,
and her admirals and generals proved to be not inferior to the mili-
tary leaders of Europe. The Japanese intelligence service was
amazingly efficient, and Japanese espionage work in Russia during